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~> “Proclamation <>

Whereas, the Telephone Pioneers of America,

with 345,000 members, is the largest voluntary
association of employees in the United States, and

Whereas, the organization, founded 60 years ado,
bas consistently lived up to its goals of Loyalty,
Fellowship and Service, and

Wher €as, these goals bave belped create a sense
of unity and friendship among Pioweers, and

Wher €as, in Nebraska alone, Pioneers contribute
thousands of volunteer bours annually to provide
educational and recreational material and personal
assistance to the bandicapped, the aged, the orphaned
and the disadvantaged, and

Wher eas, the people of Nebraska and the

Telephone Pioneers can take pride in the three generations
of telephone men and women who bave served Nebraska
since the first telephone was installed bere 94 years ago,

Ther CfOf €, J, James ]. Exon, Governor declare
the week beginning October 24, 1974, as

Telephone Pioncers of_America Week

and urge the people of Nebraska to observe

this week and to set aside October 28, 1971

as Telepbone Pioneer Day, the Diamond Amniversary
of the association’s founding, a day for the

telephone industry to bonor past, present and

Juture Telephone Pioneers.
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This is the 60th anniversary of the Telephone
Pioneers of America. And most of their 350,000
members plan to celebrate in the usual way.

In Colorado Springs, they’ll make another 10
“beeping” softballs to give blind kids the thrill of
hitting a ball they can only hear. Nationwide, the
Pioneers will make 300 of the special softballs.

In Jacksonville, Florida, they will tape-record
250 tapes for the blind. Everything from ‘““The
Little Engine That Could” to Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica. Nationwide, the Pioneers will record
3,000 tapes.

In Tacoma, Washington, they’ll transcribe 2,500
pages of reading material into braille. Nationwide,
to date, the Pioneers have done over 400,000 pages.

And elsewhere in the country, other Pioneers will
pursue some 700 other kinds of volunteer projects.

The Telephone Pioneers of the Arthur B. Goetze
Council at the Omaha Works will do their share and
more. They will continue to record textbooks for
blind students in local junior and senior higﬁ schools
and colleges. They have already recorded well over
300.

Using a special braille typewriter, they will set
stories in raised lettering, that can be read by the
fingers of the blind.

They’ll create three-dimensional story books and
maps for the visually handicapped. They’llassemble

moré taking dolls and audio balls. And they will

type song books in large lettering for the aged with
partial sight.

But most of all, they will serve. They will work
with the sick, the disadvantaged, the lonely, the

retarded, the handicapped and almost anyone who
needs help.

The Omaha Works is proud of its Telephone
Pioneers.




Gallery of Goetze
Council Presidents

J. J. Kaufman
1959-60

F.J. Payne
1960-61

L. O. Petersen
1961-62
F. A. Braun

1962-63

E. R. Campbell
1963-64

R. B. Burton,
1964-65

D. L. Hansen
1965-66

M. C. Kwater
1966-67

8 J. C. Rusthoven
1967-68

A.C. Euler
1968-69

R. J. Kelley
1969-70

W. C. Dodge
1971-71

This is the 60th anniversary of the Telephone
Pioneers of America. And most of their 350,000
members plan to celebrate in the usual way.

In Colorado Springs, they’ll make another 10
“beeping” softballs to give blind kids the thrill of
hitting a ball they can only hear. Nationwide, the
Pioneers will make 300 of the special softballs.

In Jacksonville, Florida, they will tape-record
250 tapes for the blind. Everything from “The
Little Engine That Could” to Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica. Nationwide, the Pioneers will record
3,000 tapes.

In Tacoma, Washington, they’ll transcribe 2,500
pages of reading material into braille. Nationwide,
to date, the Pioneers have done over 400,000 pages.

And elsewhere in the country, other Pioneers will
pursue some 700 other kinds of volunteer projects.

The Telephone Pioneers of the Arthur B. Goetze
Council at the Omaha Works will do their share and
more. They will continue to record textbooks for
blind students in local junior and senior high schools
and colleges. They have already recorded well over
300.

Using a special braille typewriter, they will set
stories in raised lettering, that can be read by the
fingers of the blind.

They’ll create three-dimensional story books and
maps for the visually handicapped. They’llassemble

moré taking dolls and audio balls. And they will
type song books in large lettering for the aged with
partial sight.

But most of all, they will serve. They will work
with the sick, the disadvantaged, the lonely, the
retarded, the handicapped and almost anyone who
needs help.

The Omaha Works is proud of its Telephone
Pioneers.
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On October 12, Govemor J. James Exon declared the week of October 24 as Pioneer Week and October 28 as Pioneer Day and urged
“all citizens of Nebraska to observe these dates in honor of the Telephone Pioneers for the many volunteer hours spent in their

‘60 Years of Human Service.” ” Pictured (I-r) are L

Vice President Region 3.

bby and Max Kwater, Yost Chapter President, Gov. Exon, Jiny and Ed Gambill,

A Salute to Telephone Pioneers

Fellowship, | ty and service. Thése tons problems of handicapped people:
are the three goals ;.ﬁ:' motivations of the the blind, the _-_.'. autistic children, those
Telephone Pioneers. with speech impairments, people with

Membership in the Pioneers can provide sarmimg difficulties.

1 great way to ge with oid fread 4 %l spectrum of human needs and

in the business, bu
compelling reason fc

y Service 5 2 : am egually full spectrum of services to
the orgaawat meet those needs are what Pioneering is all

existence l...r. ever before. Members and os the Pioneer who has spent
other volunteers contribute oSt 3 == 2¢ t=ng hours recording textbooks,
lion hours a year to helping peopie m some ervice s seeing that student graduate
kind of need fsomm Bish school or college.

As a group, the Pioncers hawe 2 For the Pioneer, who has pushed
give. Specialists in 21 of D mamy SN smsel mentally and physically, service is
it takes to run 2 iclephome — sarmme that the audio ball he created

thexr talemes : el i bedt brings joy and happiness to

=T DEemury e the Pioneer, who gave hours of
s COIETNTCE- Wami=er tme bending over a table
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making three-dimensional story books
for the blind, service is the exhilarating
uncomparable joy of seeing a child learn
for the first time what a feather feels like
or understand the geographical lay of the
United States.

And for all Pioneers, service is knowing
that by giving of themselves to help others
they have made the world a little better
and have knit the bonds of fellowship and
loyalty in the Telephone Pioneers more
closely together.

In their “60 years of service to human-
ity,” the Telephone Pioneers have built a
tradition of service. Loyalty, service and
fellowship have been the sides of their
triangle. The word “passive” was no-
where to be found.

The Westerner is published periodical-
ly by the Public Relations Department
for employees of the Omaha Works. For
information, write LEditor. The Western-
er, P.O. Box 14000, West Omaha Stition,
Omaha, Nebraska 68114, or telephone
3134-3603.
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Angela Ahlgrim
Ted Anderson
Howard Bennethum
Fred Braun
Morris Brown
Velma Bush
Frank Butalla
Max Carter
Madeline Clark
Aaron Cox
Harold Croskary
Mabel Dillon

Vera Dreier
Harold Eno
James Farnsworth

Don Akeson
John Aksentowitz
Robert Albers
Gerry Alfons
Lee Allen

Ray Alley

Andy Anderson
Elaine Anderson
Paul Arctander
Leonard Babcock
Richard Baker
Richard Ballantine
Viola Barnett
Max Barrett

Lyle Barton
Ralph Barton
Eugene Bartunek
William Baumgart
Ann Bayerl

Lynn Bender
“Eugene Berg
John Berg

. Francis Beringer

Jim Bezdeka

Jim Bosworth
John Bourke

Kay Bowlin
Dorothy Bowman
Len Branecki
Richard Branecki
Elmer Brickman
Herb Brinke
Robert Bruzek
Ben Buckingham
Bo Bullock

John Bundy
George Bures
Russ Burton
Herman Busch
Viola Byrnes
Kevin Cahill
LaRoy Campbell
Robert Carlson
Dwight Catlett
Larry Charko
Tony Ciullo
Eugene Cook
Gerry Cozette
Tom Crow
Anthony Cuda
Robert Cummings
Jack Curry
William Dahl

Gay Darwin

W. Howard Debus
Frances Delo
LeRoy Dietz
Vernon Dill
Linus Dillon
John Dlouhy
John Doan

Bill Dodge
Robert Donahoo

—Life Members—

Leander Ferraguti
John Foucek

Bill Gates
Herman Grasz
Hazel Hamsher
Ivan Hansen
Harvey Heald
Wilfred Houle
Fred Holze
Clarence Huenergardt
Merle Hurlbert
John Ivey

Al Jacobs

Harold Janke
Grey Jewett

John Jones
Jack Kaufman
Louis Kautz
Fred Koch, Jr.
Leo Kotarek
Wanda Kudelka
Silvia Lech
John Marron
Bertha Matzke
Paul Maxwell
Robert Miner
Jack Morrissey
Francis Nauman

Ella Olson
Mike Osterchill

Jake Pech

Arthur Pendray
Marie Riley

Vene Rinehart
Willard Rodgers
Wally Roggenkamp
Larry Rolick
Louise Rolick
John Roller

Frank Rutkowski
Roy Scharton

0. W. (Joe) Schroen
Joseph Schwetz
Lyle Senglaub
Mayme Severa

—Active Members—

Frank Donovan
Robert Dostert
Richard Douglass
William Duerkoop
Carol Dunham
Richard Dunlap
Dave Dunn

Robert Dunn
William Ebert

0. W. (Buzz) Edwards
Ken Ekwall

Vern Elge

Emma Engel

David Enterline
Ron Epperson
Robert Erickson
Arthur Euler
Daniel Fahrenbruch

A. F. (Bud) Fanckboner

Milton Fetterley
Frank Fetters
Howard Firebaugh
K. M. (Mark) Foster
Ruth Ann Foster
Viola Fowler
Charley Fowlkes
L. E. (Kelly) Fuller
Vic Gabelhouse
Ardythe Gade
Howard Gaebel
Orval Galbreath
Lyle Gardiner
Harry Gardner
Rick Gardner

Art Gareau
Edward Gembica
Evelyn Gentry
Frank Grahek

Ed Grasmick
Mildred Grasmick
Alex Grasmick, Jr.
Tom Greer

Harold Gross
Robert Groth
Henry Gruenemeyer
Gerry Grunke
Jose Guevara
John Gundry
Doug Hall

Don Halliday

J. Wes Ham
Richard Hanner
Don Hanrahan
Robert Hansen
Clarence Hanson
Lloyd Hartman
Harlan Harvey
Frank Havelka
Harold Hawkins
E. F. (Bud) Hayes, Jr.
John Hearity
Loretta Hein
Duane Hiatt

Howard Hill
Mildred Hill
Harold Hoeppner
Ed Hofmann
John Hoheisel
Sam Hoke
Wally Holm
George Holste
Robert Hoyt
Scotty Hultberg
Olivia Hytrek
Ruth Inbody
John Jacobson
Ed Jaehne

Roy Jahnke
Alice James
Frances Jensen
Walter Jingleski
Arnold Johnson
Harold Johnson
Irene Johnson
Harold Jordan
Ward Justus
Clarence Kabat
Ed Kahler

Ken Kamin

N. J. (Curly) Kaminski
Ray Kelly
Floyd Kemper
Barney Keppers
Pete Kinloch, Jr.
Dan Kinnally
Rose Kirkland
Delores Kirwan
George Klein
Patrica Klippert
Ray Kniewel
Urban Koltes
Ed Kot

Charles Koukol
Ken Kraning
Wayne Kreps
Floyd Kriesel
Fred Kujawa
Robert Kukielski
Max Kwater
Hal LaLone
Lynn Landgren
Charley Lange
Paul Lange
Tom Larsen
William Lawson, Sr.
Jack Lech
Mickey Legros
Frank Lefebvre
John Lever
Frank Logan
Gaylord Long
Alexander Lorenz
Howard Lynch
Larry Lyons
Edward Maas
John Mack

John Mackiewicz
Roy Martin

Bill Mathis

Frank Matousek
John Maul

John Maw

Wayne McIntosh
William McNabb
Lester Meiman

H. Robert Metz
Glen Miller
Charley Mook
Robert Morey
Clark Morris

Curt Morse
Robert Morton
Hank Mottel

Ray Moulis
Charley Muehlhausen
Maurie Mulligan
Robert Musselman
Ervin Nejdl

Art Northam

Ed O’Donnell
Carl Olenberger
Robert Olson
Pete Oster

Virgil Pace

Glen Pardee
Frank Payne
Wally Pech, Jr.
Clarence Peterson
Fred Pethes

Bud Pettersen
Richard Petty
William Phelan
Robert Pierson
Les Pollard

Claire Poulson
Pete Prest

Russ Queen

Irvin Rada

L. J. (Barney) Rauch
Arzilla Ray

Peggy Reed
Richard Reid
Roy Reighard, Jr.
George Rogers, Sr.
George Rosness
Stan Ross
William Ruge
Robert Rustermier
Jack Rusthoven
George Schabloske
Edward Schleiger
Elmer Schmersal
Karl Schnell
Herb Schober
Clark Schroeder
Roy Schuster

Jim Schwetz
Wally Scott
Bonnie Sengpiehl

—— Omaha Works’ Pioneer Honor Roll —

Ed Sights

Dave Smith
Joe Sokol

Joe Sotak

Mike Stefanisin
Oscar Sward
Joe Schwetz
Steve Taylor
Bill Timm

Tom Tomiska
Neal Turner
Delores Vance
Harold Wheelock
Goldie Zajicek
John Zelenka

Wayne Sherman
Howard Shoemaker

‘Robert Simmons

Marie Sitzman
Frank Sladek
John Slama

Don Smetter

Don Stalker

John Stancavage
Evan Stiebler
Don Stinson

Ed Swanson
Boyd Swarts
Ralph Taylor
Ward Taylor
Harold Teteak
Angela Thompson
Ed Thompson
William Tiedeman
Laverne Timmerman
Loretta Townsend
John Travers
Charley Trouba
Erv Tvrdik

John Tyrcha

Lee Utiger

William Vales
Ray Van Cura
Ronald Vanskiver
Richard Veach
Charley Vessell
Karl Villwock
Bob Viox

Al Vittera

Eldon Volberding
Sally Volberding
Don Walker
Harold Walker

J. W. Weaver

Lou Wengel

Sid Wheeler

Bill Wheeler
Alvin White
Kenneth Wigg
Irvin Will

Louidz Wilson
Arthur Winter
Don Wood

Ed Woodrum
Dorothy Young
Rex Zeller

Bud Zimmerman, Jr.
William Zorko
Hank Zyck

New Members

Hugo Rahja
Amandus Larson
Delores Dunekacke
George Pappas
John Randall
Bernard Kunz




60th Anniversary on November 2

Telephone Pioneering Dates to 1910

It all started in 1910, the year the
telephone celebrated its thrity-fifth birth-
day. At that time, three men who con-
tributed importantly to the early develop-
ment of the telephone, Henry W. Pope,
Charles R. Truex and Thomas B. Doolittle,
began to discuss the idea of forming an
association of men and women, who had
served the industry for a number of years.

It was only natural that the title of
this group should include the word
“pioneer” - no other word describes
more suitably the spirit of the association.

Theodore N. Vail, who at that time
was President of A.T.& T. Company,
enthusiastically supported the idea, and
within a matter of months the association
had several hundred members.

A. B. Goetze Council Founded on
the Telephone Industry’ Tradition

Pioneering is a tradition; a tradition of
loyalty, friendship, and, most of all, ser-
vice.

It is a tradition carried by telephone
people wherever they go. So it’s not un-
usual that when Western Electric built a
manufacturing plant in Omaha, the tele-
phone people, who came to staff it,
brought their Pioneer tradition with them.

In 1957 men like A. L. (Andy) Ander-
son and Aaron Cox banded together at
the Omaha Works to form a council of
the Telephone Pioneers of America. But
in those early years in Omaha, the Western
Electric group was too small to form a
council, the smallest Pioneering organiza-
tion. Undaunted by this, they aligned
themselves with the Northwestern Bell
Telephone Pioneers’ Omaha Council until
1959. At that time, membership at the
Omaha Works had increased sufficiently
to qualify as a council.

The Omaha WorksPioneers named their
Council after a man who had long shown
a keen interest in the Pioneering tradition
and held a record of dedicated service to
the telephone industry. That man was
Arthur-B. Goetze, who served as President
of Western Electric from 1956 until his
death in 1959.

With Jack Kaufmann at the helm in
1959, the newly chartered A. B. Goetze
Council moved ahead to fulfill the Pioneer
traditions of loyalty, fellowship and ser-
vice, soon establishing a reputation as an
aggressive organization in the Casper E.
Yost Chapter.

Under the leadership of successive
among long service employees, active and
retired, of the telephone industry; they
have created an attitude of fellowshipwith
a spirit of loyalty to each other and the
telephone industry; and they have

excelled in their efforts of service to the
community.

The Pioneer Association is comprised
of 13 regions with a total of 81 chapters
and 1000 units called councils or clubs.
The Casper E. Yost Chapter, one of five
chapters in Region 3, covers Nebraska and
South Dakota and has 3000 members,

The Yost Chapter was chartered in
September 12, 1922 and this year is cele-
brating its 50th year. The Yost Chapter
is comprised of seven councils. Max C.
Kwater of Dept. 6354 is Chapter presi-
dent and Art C. Euler is a member of the
executive committee.

The Arthur B.
Goetze Council is
presided over by:
Richard Branecki,
President, “Bud”
Fanckboner, Vice
President John
Jacobson, Secre-
tary-Treasurer.

The success and future growth of the
telephone industry depended on a large
extent on the strength of just such a
spirit.

With this title and this spirit, the Tele-
phone Pioneers of America held their first
meeting on November 2, 1911 at the
Somerset Hotel in Boston, Massachusetts.

That was the beginning.

Membership in the Pioneers grew rapid-
ly. Soon it became necessary to form
chapters, where activity and organization
could be more systematically administer-
ed and the objectives more efficiently
fulfilled at a local level. Later, chapters
were divided into councils.

The association of Telephone Pioneers
includes many life member units for retir-
ed telephone industry employees.

The legislative body of the Pioneers is
the General Assembly, which is composed
of the officers and representatives of the
chapters.

At the Assembly’s annual meetings the
officers and representatives review Pioneer
objectives, discuss current problems and

ideas and consider new plans for the——

future. The delegates from the various
sections then carry out these newly
formed plans and decisions in their own
areas. In this way, each division is kept

‘informed of any changes and uniformity

is maintained.

With units in 50 states and every Can-
adian province, the Telephone Pioneers is
the largest organization of its kind in the
world.
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